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1. Contact hours: 
 - Lectures / Practicals - 70 h 
 
2. Objectives: 
Understand the dog production in Portugal, the productive techniques used and the training 
methodologies employed accordingly to its use and welfare. Rank types of dogs in accordance 
with its further use. Recognize the productive and reproductive rates of the breeds. Know the 
morphological, functional and productive characteristics of the breeds and identify the rates of the 
dogs’ welfare in production. Show the suitable handling techniques and define the appropriate 
training to each dog used. 
 
3. Programme: 
Theoretical: Framing the dog production and use in its several slopes: work, company, exhibitions, 
experimentation. Economical activities impact. Types of use and specific dog breeds in the several 
slopes. Welfare indicatives based on the dog normal behaviour. Dog production systems and 
management: housing (housing design, environmental enrichment, environmental conditions, 
cleaning), identification, handling and physical restraint. Breeding systems used. Dog feeding (in 
accordance with age). Health and disease (indicative signs, specific pathologies and its 
prevention). Fate of animals after the productive cycle. Behaviour and characteristics of the dog 
types. Types and methodologies of training.  
Practical; Dog forms of restraint. Performing the appropriate restraint methods related with the 
several ages, types and breeding systems of dogs. Observation of different types of dogs’ breeding 
systems. Visits to several dog farms. Examples of the training methodologies. 
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4. Assessment: 
The assessment of the theoretical component will be accomplished through a written examination 
including short answer and multiple-choice questions (MCQ). 
 


