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1. Contact hours: 
Lectures – 11, Practicals – 13h, Evaluation – 2h, Total 26h. 
 
2. Objectives: 
To coach the students in the main models of pigeon production and training. Evaluation of genetic 
breeding programs and discussions of the interactions between the specificities of pigeon sport 
practice and disease incidence. To train the students on the clinical examination, necropsy technique 
and sample collection and its shipment to the laboratory for complementary diagnose. 
 
3. Programme: 
Theoretical Programme: Pigeon production systems. The pigeon and pigeon breeding in Portugal. 
Anatomy and physiology of the pigeon. Housing, management and competition. Feeding and 
reproduction. The genetic basis associated with pigeon selection. Diseases of bacterial, viral and 
parasitary etiology. 
Practical Programme: Live “in-hand” pigeon observation. Clinical exam, blood collection and 
hematological exams. Sample collection for cytological, bacteriological and parasitological 
examination from live animals. Necropsy technique. Microscopical examination of slides with 
histological, histopathological and cytological samples. 
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4. Assessment: 
The students' knowledge is evaluated at the end of the term with a written examination including 
theoretical and practical subjects. 
 

 


