
HORSE PRODUCTION AND USE 

Study Programme: MIMV         Curricular Year: 4th    Semester: 7th        Optional       Credits: 2,5 ECTS 

Lecturer(s): Rui Caldeira (CCP), Maria João Fradinho (R), José Paulo Sales Luís, Graça Ferreira Dias, 
Ilda Rosa, Paula Tilley, Luísa Jorge. 

1. Contact Hours:

  Lectures – 20; Lectures/Practical – 2; Fieldwork - 6; Total – 28h 

2. Objectives:

To provide the knowledge to understand the structure and organization of horse production, to plan 
horse production systems, to discuss husbandry techniques and to explain the different 
methodologies applied during horse development depending on its future use. 

3. Programme:

Overview of horse production in Portugal.  
Horse production systems. 
Growth and development of foals. 
Biomechanics and movement 
Horse nutrition and feeding. Feed evaluation systems. Feeding behaviour. Feeding plans. 
Horse breeding. Reproduction strategies on horse production. 
Horse uses: aspects of horse behaviour and senses that outline its handling and training 
methodologies. Overview and concepts of equestrian activities and sports.  
Husbandry of mares and foals, in particular on the most critical phases of the production cycle: last 
third of gestation, foaling, lactation, weaning and breaking.  
General husbandry operations. 
. 
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5. Assessment:

Theoretical and practical subjects are evaluated with a written examination including short answer 
questions, multiple-choice questions, true and false and incomplete sentences. 


