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1. Contact hours: Lectures - 26, Practical – 22

2. Objectives:
The student must recognize the main surgical pathologies, their mechanisms of 
physiopathological evolution, and understand how the surgical option should be a means to find a 
clinical and functional solution for the patient. The student should understand the diagnosis, 
medical alternatives, surgical prognosis, caregiver-related issues, and the constraints inherent to 
the surgical option. The student should be knowledgeable about surgical techniques, materials 
used, and alternative options. Basic surgical techniques such as incision, tissue manipulation, 
and suturing, as well as anesthetic procedures, should be mastered by the student.  

3. Programme:
The program related to small animals includes plastic and reconstructive surgery, orthopedic and 
trauma surgery, cranioencephalic and spinal trauma, neurosurgery, minimally invasive surgery, 
and surgery of exotic animals, equines, and ruminants. Each theoretical topic is presented in 
class to the students, mainly with the support of PowerPoint presentations and occasionally with 
films. During practical sessions, students are introduced to the surgical approach of various 
specific clinical situations where, as part of a team of 5 to 8 students, they are responsible for 
following the case. Finally, one of the cases is prepared for a written presentation in the form of an 
article, allowing students to develop the habit of researching information to prepare for surgery 
and to cultivate a critical mindset regarding the various options available. 
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5. Assessment:
The theoretical classes are taught using PowerPoint presentations, which mainly include 
illustrative images of clinical surgical situations and the application of corrective surgical 
techniques. Occasionally, films are shown. The practical classes involve surgical groups following 
specific clinical cases, where they take responsibility for a case and participate as surgeon's 
assistants, anesthetists, or circulating nurses. One of these cases will be presented in the form of 
a written article, contributing to the final practical grade, which is also based on the recorded 
behavior of the group in all cases followed. These cases primarily involve small animals, exotics, 
and each group follows one equine surgery. The student is evaluated at the end of the semester 
by a written exam (80% of the final grade) and by the practical evaluation (20% of the final grade). 




