
 

Official Controls in the Food Chain 
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1. Contact hours: 
 Lectures – 28 h  
 
2. Objectives 
Students should be able to: 

o Understand the functioning of international organizations that establish standards in 

the SPS (Sanitary and Phytosanitary) domain. 

o Understand European and national legislation related to official control systems 

applicable to the food chain. 

o Define, describe the scope, and identify the modalities of official control in the food 

chain. 

o Identify the competent authorities for carrying out official controls. 

o Understand the official control plans applicable to various segments of the food 

chain. 

o Identify and classify the operators involved. 

o Describe the application of official control to: 

▪ Animal feed producers; 

▪ Production animals (milk, meat, eggs); 

▪ Primary production of non-animal origin products; 

▪ First and second processing industries; 

▪ Wholesale and retail trade of foodstuffs; 

▪ Import and export controls; 

o Understand the typology of administrative offenses and criminal infractions. 

3. Programme 
The program content includes: 

o General principles of international trade and international framework of SPS 

systems 

o Legal provisions – Regulation (EU) 2017/625 obligations and preparation of official 

control plans 

o Official control modalities – Emergency and alert control plans 

o Rules for preparing control reports, notifying operators, and reporting infractions 

o Official control (O.C.) of animal feed and CAA analytical plan 

o O.C. in Primary Production: poultry and eggs 

o O.C. in Primary Production: milk (cattle and small ruminants) 

o O.C. in Primary Production: swine production 

o O.C. of Primary Production: foodstuffs of non-animal origin PCPP 

o O.C. of the food industry and wholesale trade of foodstuffs of non-animal origin 

PCAI 

o O.C. of the food industry and wholesale trade of foodstuffs of animal origin 

o O.C. of transport, distribution, and retail trade of foodstuffs and establishments 

serving food and drinks 

o O.C. Import of products of animal origin 

o O.C. Import of products of non-animal origin 

o O.C. Export - qualification and certification 

o Analytical plans supporting O.C. (Surveillance, monitoring, and control of 

microbiological and chemical hazards) 

o Emergency plans and operation of alert and administrative support networks 



 

o Analytical plans supporting O.C. PNCA 

o Administrative offenses and criminal infractions 

o Review and conclusions 

o Written Exam 
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4. Assessment 
Knowledge assessment will be carried out through a written test (graded on a scale of 0 to 20). 
The final written test will include three types of questions: true/false statements, multiple choice, 
and short answers, covering all the modules taught. 
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